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It’s been reported that the IRS spent
$15 million between 2010 and 2012 to
hold lavish, indulgent conferences. So
I’'m cosponsoring the Stop Playing on
Citizens’ Cash Act to stop wasting our
tax dollars.

These same individuals are set to
lead a commanding role implementing
and enforcing ObamaCare. So I'm co-
sponsoring the Keep the IRS Off Our
Health Care Act to prevent this agency
from getting their hands on our health
care.

Washington needs a strong dose of
Hoosier common sense. I'm proud to
stand with the thousands of letters and
phone calls from Hoosiers and put the
brakes on this reckless government.
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ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues and the American people just
how important passing comprehensive
immigration reform is to the growth of
our economy.

Study after study has shown that
successful implementation of com-
prehensive immigration reform will
strengthen agriculture, cut the deficit,
create manufacturing and job opportu-
nities, and put hundreds of thousands
of Americans back to work. This will
increase our country’s GDP and pump
billions of dollars into our economy.

Here in Congress we talk a lot about
creating jobs and growing the econ-
omy, but now it is time to act. I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
comprehensive immigration reform for
our economy and for the future of our
country.

————
REPEAL MEDICAL DEVICE TAX

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s $30 billion excise tax on
medical device manufacturers is bad
for America. The tax is costing jobs,
particularly in Indiana, and limiting
patient access to lifesaving devices and
therapies. We should not be putting
American manufacturers at a competi-
tive disadvantage and forcing Ameri-
cans to look beyond our shores for care
simply to pay for the President’s bro-
ken health care law.

There are more than 26,000 Hoosiers
employed by the medical device manu-
facturing industry and thousands more
whose jobs are supported by the indus-
try. The Indiana General Assembly has
passed a resolution calling for repeal of
the tax. This House should pass H.R.
523, the Protect Medical Innovation
Act, to repeal the tax, preserve patient
access to care, and save these Hoosier
jobs.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANTS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to shed light on the importance
of the Community Development Block
Grant Program. This program provides
urban communities with vital re-
sources needed to address a wide range
of community development needs,
growing local economies, and improv-
ing the quality of life for low- and mod-
erate-income citizens.

Since the start of the program, the
Community Development Block Grant
program has invested over $135 billion
in local economies by helping families,
creating jobs, supporting businesses,
improving infrastructure, and pro-
viding housing to many Americans who
are in need.

The program has provided the great
State of Texas with over $60 million in
direct grants this year alone, with over
$28 million going to the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex. Funding for this pro-
gram is vital to the constituents of the
33rd Congressional District. It has as-
sisted homeowners with rehabbing
their homes, providing downpayment
and closing cost assistance to qualified
home buyers; funded public improve-
ments; provided public services, includ-
ing employment training, meals and
services to the elderly.

The appropriations bill up for vote
this week cuts the fiscal year 2014
budget for these grants nearly in half.
This is the lowest level of funding in
history. I urge my colleagues to vote
“no’” and save this important program.

——————

STOP GOVERNMENT ABUSE

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, today
the House will vote on a series of bills
that aim to stop government abuse.
Mr. Speaker, it is extremely disheart-
ening that the Federal Government has
acted and continues to act in a manner
that cultivates distrust. Unfortu-
nately, there are countless examples of
misconduct among the Federal agen-
cies, ranging from the IRS discrimi-
nating against conservative groups, to
denying American citizens their con-
stitutional rights in administrative
proceedings.

Over the past month, I have heard
from 1,187 of my constituents regarding
their distrust in government; and as
more activities of the agencies and the
executive branch come to light, who
can blame them. What is even more
troubling than the misconduct itself is
the fact that the President stands by
it. Last week he called such trans-
gressions ‘‘phony scandals.”

These are hardly phony scandals.
These are real and unconscionable ac-
tions taken by our Federal Govern-
ment, and these actions are unaccept-
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able. It is past time for us to do some-
thing about it.

We must take the necessary steps to
start earning the trust of the American
people, and that’s why I back and have
cosponsored several bills to be consid-
ered in the House this week. They are
commonsense measures that work to
begin restoring confidence in the
American people.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I did
not expect to still be waiting for a vote
on immigration reform in August. But
here we are, 48 hours from leaving town
for 6 weeks, and there has been no de-
finitive House action.

Many of us will spend time with our
children and loved ones, whether on va-
cation or just in the backyard. I urge
my colleagues to think about the mil-
lions of immigrant families who are no
longer able to spend time together—the
mother who was deported yesterday;
the sister who feared deportation and
left last year; the tens of thousands
who wait in line for visas; and the ones
for whom there is no line available.

For those who are in detention, like
the Dream 9 in Arizona, and the many
others who, because of their status, a
trip to the hospital or getting a traffic
ticket could mean they never see their
children again. The American Dream
will end for 44,400 immigrants who will
be deported between now and Sep-
tember 9. I hope they are in your
thoughts.

Mr. Speaker, I will be inserting into
the RECORD a letter from JARED POLIS
of Colorado and myself to the Presi-
dent of the United States asking for
the release of the Dream 9 held in de-
tention in Arizona.

REPEAL OBAMACARE AND CUT
TAXES

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama says he now has serious
ideas about taxes and job creation. I'd
like to take him seriously, but the
truth is that the President has spent
the last 4% years hammering the Na-
tion’s businesses with taxes, regula-
tions, and ObamaCare. His business
mandate has already forced many
small businesses to convert full-time
jobs to part-time jobs.

And let’s remember the jobs that
have already dissipated due to the med-
ical device companies that are reduc-
ing employees to pay a new ObamaCare
excise tax. One company has already
terminated more than 1,000 workers.

As for taxes, the President’s fiscal
cliff deal pushes taxes up to as much as
45 percent for many small business
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